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BOOK This last strenuous protest when received in March was sent
> round the Cabinet. The more the Colonial Secretary reflected
the more he demurred. The formal memorandum framed under
his instructions by his department for the Cabinet was very
stiff. "It seems very desirable to avoid any tampering with the
Constitution of the Colony . . . any such action would give rise
to stormy debates in Parliament, and many people who are at
one with the Government in the prosecution of the war to a
satisfactory settlement would strongly oppose any arbitrary
interference with the Constitution of a self-governing Colony.
It is also by no means certain that the Colonies of Australia
and the Dominion of Canada would view with satisfaction the
creation of a precedent of this kind."

Would suspension be worth while for Milner's own purposes?
Chamberlain thought not. "There is also some danger lest
Her Majesty's Government might be unduly hampered later on
in arriving at a workable settlement by the insistence upon
their views of a Ministry representing the exclusively British
section. . . . Mr. Chamberlain has already informed Sir A.
Milner that the decisions of Her Majesty's Government arc not
likely to be affected either by any agitation by the Bond or by
any counter agitation."1

And the Colonial Secretary minuted more privately for his
department: "As at present advised, the drastic views of
Sir A. Milner seem to me impolitic and unnecessary" (March 5,
1900). His judgment was wise. This statesman is anything but
the trampling jingo of the travesties at home and abroad.

in
Presidents Kruger and Steyn made "in the sight of the Triune
God" their appeal for peace on impossible terms. Not only
did they demand the recognition of both Republics as "Sove-
reign International States", but also that "those of Her Majesty's
subjects who have taken part with us in the war shall suffer no
harm whatever in person or property". Lord Salisbury replied:
"Her Majesty's Government can only answer Your Honojurs*
telegram by saying that they are not prepared to assent to the
1 Memorandum for the Cabinet, Colonial Office, March 7, 1900.